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SHEPHERD'S
VOICE

< J

Christ, the Universal King

This year the feast of Christ the King falls
on 21 November. Customarily we celebrate
this feast at the diocesan level with a solemn
holy Mass and a procession through the city
roads in the company of Jesus. Since the
pandemic-related restrictions have not yet
been fully lifted, this year's celebration will be
at the parish level. A few random thoughts
might help you celebrate this solemnity
meaningfully.

It is well known that this feast was
introduced through the encyclical Quas Primas
(In the first) of Pope Pius XI on 11 December
1925. One of the purposes of the encyclical
was to give hope to a world which was on
the point of despair. Another purpose was to
present to the world a new idea of kingship
and authority. Jesus Christ embodied that new
model of kingship and authority.

Our Lord Jesus was an unusual king.
Unlike other kings, he was not born in a royal
palace but in a manger. He did not go to his
people riding a horse, but a donkey's colt as
it was foretold about him (Jn 12:15). He was
a servant king, for he said, "I came not to be
served but to serve" (MK 10:45). He came
to give his life as a ransom for many. In his
kingdom the first will be last and the last first.

After the miracle of the loaves, people wanted
to make him a king like the other kings but
Jesus stoutly resisted their move (Jn 6:13).

To Pilate he explained the nature of his
kingdom: "My kingdom is not of this world. If
it were, my servants would fight to prevent
my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my
kingdom is from another place" (Jn 18:36).
He does not rule by force or fear or
domination, but with compassion and love.
Remember how Jesus went to Jerusalem in
order to heal the invalid waiting at Bethesda
pool for 38 years (Jn 5:1-9) and to the village
named Nain with the intention of raising the
only son of a widow? Or the way he dealt
with the woman caught in adultery (Jn 8:1-
11)? He is the compassion of the Father that
has become living and visible.

Jesus tells who can enter his kingdom,
those who show love and compassion
towards their fellow beings. Those who feed
the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, welcome
strangers, clothe the naked, take care of the
sick and visit prisoners will inherit the kingdom.

Our celebration of this feast will become
fruitful if we let God's kingdom come into our
lives by obeying his commandment of love and

following his teaching. Let us welcome Jesus
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our King into our hearts, our homes and our
families. Let us pray to him for the strength to
oppose the darkness of injustice, corruption,
exploitation, violence, immorality, etc., that
prevail around us. May he grant each of us
the grace to deny oneself, take up the cross
and follow his way! Let us be effective
witnesses of the Gospel and extend the reign

of God everywhere. I wish you a Happy Feast
of Christ the King!
/‘F
+

¥4 Raphy Manjaly
(Archbishop of Agra)
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3 Meeting at St. Joseph's School, G. Noida

4 Meeting

5  Meeting

6  Jubilee Mass: St. Theresa's Church, Kosi
Kalan

7  Holy Mass: Confirmation, St. Mary's
Church, Noida & Retreat

8 Retreat

9  Retreat

10 Retreat

11  Retreat

12 Retreat & Holy Mass: Holy Communion
& Confirmation, St. Anthony's Church,
Khoda

13 Golden Jubilee Celebration: Christ the King

|
ARCHBISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS (NOVEMBER, 2021)

School Inter College, Tundla

14 Holy Mass: Holy Communion &
Confirmation, St. Joseph's Church, G. Noida

15 Journey to Allahabad

16 ARBC Meeting

17 ARBC Meeting

18 ARBC Meeting

19 Return

21  Christ the King Celebration: at Cathedral,
Agra

22 Visit to St. Lawrence Seminary, Agra

24 Holy Mass: FCC Provincial House, Noida

25 Jubilee Celebration: Holy Mass, M.C.
Convent, Aligarh

29 Inauguration of Jubilee Year, Hathras
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SYNOD 2021-2023: 'INVITATION TO LISTEN'

"A Synodal Churchis
a Church which listens,"
emphasized Pope
Francis, while specifying
the goal of the Synod
2021-2023. He said that
the two-year process
leading to the 2023 Synod on 'synodality' is not
about "gathering opinions," "not an inquiry", but
"listening to the Holy Spirit."

"The Holy Spirit", he said, "knows no
boundaries and parishes should therefore be open
to all and not limit themselves to considering only
those who attend or think like you.""Allow
everyone to enter... Allow yourselves to go out to
meet them and allow yourselves to be questioned,
let their questions be your questions, allow
yourselves to walk together: the Spirit will lead
you, trust the Spirit. Do not be afraid to enter into
dialogue and allow yourselves to be disturbed by
the dialogue: it is the dialogue of salvation," he said.

Concluding his address, Pope Francis urged
the faithful to play an active role in the Synod's
preparations. "I encourage you to take this Synodal
process seriously and to tell you that the Holy Spirit
needs you. And this is true: the Holy Spirit needs
us. Listen to him by listening to each other. Don't
leave anyone out or behind," he said.He added:
"But it is necessary to get out of the 3-4% that
represents those closest to us, and go beyond that
to listen to the others, who will sometimes insult
you, they will chase you away, but it is necessary
to hear what they think, without wanting to impose
our things: let the Spirit speak to us."

The other day, one of my friends just began to
speak something over an issue that was bit
uncomfortable for me, and I immediately gotinto a

reactive mode that completely shut herdown. Later,
I'realized that I had blocked the Holy Spirit from
speaking to me that day through that unpleasant
topic. Friends, this is the way, quite often in our
lives, we REFUSE TO LISTEN to the divine
interventions that most often come in disguise, and
thus we block our own healing and growth!

Now itis an established psychological fact that
our mind has very clever ways to censor what we
hear: it makes us hear that which fits with us; it lets
anything thatis not fitting with our conditioning slip
by, it does not take it in.

Synod 2021-2023 is inviting us TO
LISTEN!The interpretations of our mind should not
hinder what is being said from reaching our heart.
The mind is blind. It cannot see, it can only grope in
the dark. Groping in the dark is called 'thinking.

True listening requires certain maturity, openness
to understanding values and points of view very
different from our own. When we really listen, our
own ideas and values are sometimes altered.
Therefore, listening is considered a spiritual quality.
Itis called 'shravana’, orright listening. Right listening
requires deep silence in the heart. And once we
learn that, the whole existence becomes amystery,
a poetry, a song, a dance. .. gone are the days of
misery, anguish, tension, death...and we have
entered on the path of eternal benediction!

Letus ask ourselves frankly during this Synodal
process: Are we good at listening? How good is
the "hearing" of our heart?

May we participate in this Synod, placing
ourselves on the same path as the Word made
flesh. . .following in His footsteps, listening to His
Word along with the words of others!

Sr. Rekha Punia, UMI
Nirmala Provincialate, Greater Noida
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Synod: 2021 - 2023
Communion, Participation and Mission

The entire Catholic Church is called to
participate in the upcoming Synod of Bishops!
This Synod is entitled: "For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation, and Mission."

Pope Francis has
called the entire People of
God to journey together.
This Synod is not just
another meeting with oral
presentations and written
reports. This Synod is a
process of journeying
together by listening,
dialoguing, praying,
discerning and making
decisions together for the
purpose of proclaiming
the Gospel.

Pope Francis is asking each local diocese to
gather - clergy, religious and laity together- to
listen to each other. The "goal" of this journeying
together is not to create a new vision or pastoral
plan with objectives. Rather, the goal of our
journeying together is to be present with one
another, to listen and learn with each other, and
to grow closer to the Lord and His Church.

What does the word Synod mean?

Synod is a greek word (synodos) meaning a
meeting or assembly. The two Greek words that
make up synod are syn meaning together and
hodos meaning way or journey.

What is the Synod of Bishops?

A helpful short definition of the Synod of
Bishops is a gathering of Bishops that:

1. fosters closer unity between the Bishops

For a

M\t g 20273

and Pope.

2. provides counsel to the Pope on matters
of faith and morals, and discipline of the Church.

3. studies questions concerning the Church in
the world (c.f. Code of
Canon Lawc. 342).

Voting in the Synod of
Bishops is limited to
Bishops present at the
Synod gathering. However,
Clergy, Men and Women,
Religious, Theologians,

SynOd

Catechists, Canon
lawyers, and Lay Experts
synodal Church | allparticipate in the Synod
| participation | mission | gathering with Bishops by
providing their counsel.
What is Synodality?

Synodality and the synodal process are not a
gathering or meeting of Bishops, nor are they the
administrative arms of the Church. Rather,
Synodality is the path and process of the Church
as communion. It is the communion of all the
baptized who are listening to each other,
dialoguing with each other and praying together
to hear the voice of Holy Spirit as we all seek
holiness and proclaim the Gospel. Synodality
involves Clergy, Religious and Laity listening and
speaking, praying and discerning together, and
placing the hopes and concerns of the People of
God at the foot of the Bishops, who, united with
the Pope, decide matters of faith and morals in
order to preserve the faith and strengthen the
Church throughout the world.

Contd. on Pg. 8
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........ Continued from Pg. 6

What is different about this Synod?

This Synod is unique for two reasons. One,
the Holy Father is asking that the entire Church
to participate in this Synod. The faithful, clergy
and religious are invited to pray, listen, and talk
together with the Bishops before the 2023
gathering of Bishops in Rome. In our
Archdiocese, we will pray, listen and talk with
one another through parish listening sessions and
Archdiocesan listening sessions.

Second, this Synod is a unique gift for our local
Church. Itis a gift of time - a chance to take a step
back and reconnect with our parish communities.
It is an opportunity to invite people not only back
to Sunday Mass but also to parish life. This invitation
to parish life starts with listening - listening to each
other's joys, hopes, sorrows and anxieties. Listening
to each other is the basis of dialogue, friendship
and community life. This Synodis not about changing
doctrine or church structures, but rather encountering
each other as brothers and sisters in Christ in post-
pandemic world.

The Designer of the Official
Logo of the Synod 2021-2023

Isabelle de Senilhes is a French, lives in
Paris. She is a freelance graphic designer and
communications officer. A journalist who
studied at the Ecole des Arts Decoratifs in
Orleans and at the Ecole Estienne in Paris. Her
professional activity started in 1997 with the
Dominican Friars, during World Youth Day in
Paris. A career marked by her encounters with
Christian and humanitarian circles, Isabelle likes
literature, photogrpahy, dance, interior design,
art and heritage restoration.

Courtesy- Prophetic Voice (Nov. 2021)
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O Death! Where is Thy Victory?

'O death, where is thy
victory? O death, where is thy
sting? The sting of death is
sin; and the power of sin is
the law; but thanks be to God,
who giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus
Christ[1 Cor. 5:5-57].

The month of November is dedicated to our
dear departed. We remember and pray for the
faithful departed and for the souls in purgatory. St.
Padre Pio wrote to a spiritual daughter, "Even if
your parents are in Heaven, we must always pray.
If they no longer need prayers, they are applied to
other souls". The best prayer we can say for the
dear departed ones is to offer Holy Masses for
them. Mother Church encourages the faithful to offer
Holy Mass for them throughout November.

November is the end of the liturgical year too!
Therefore, it is quite apt to meditate on the end
time realities like reward and punishment, suffering
and death, judgement, purgatory, heaven and hell,
during this month!

Marcus Aurelius says, " As the separation of the
soul from the body is the death of the body, so the
separation of God from the soul is the death of the
soul. And this death of the soul is the true death..."

Death is not the end of life, but another stage
of life. Death is like a threshold to enter from one
room to another. Most of us approach death with
fear! The crucified Christ gives us Hope and frees
us from the fear of death, because the cross of
Christ stands as a symbol of victory over Death
and Evil. Therefore, every death for us Christians
is amoment of celebration rather than mourning
and wailing!

Steve Job says: "No one wants to die. Even

people who want to go to heaven don't want to die
to get there. And yet, death is the destination we all
share. No one has ever escaped it. And that is as it
should be, because Death is very likely the single
best invention of Life. It is life's change agent. It
clears out the old to make way for the new".

Corazon Aquino's words are noteworthy. He
says: "I would rather die a meaningful death , than
to live a meaningless life". St. Gregory Palamas
warns us saying, "It is not death that a man should
fear, but he should fear never beginning to live".

St. Cyprian of Carthage's famous words should
be borne in the mind of every Christian, "When
once you have departed this life, there is no longer
any place for repentance, no way of making
satisfaction. Here, lie is either lost or kept. Here,
by the worship of God and by the fruit of faith,
provision is made for eternal salvation. Let no one
be kept back either by his sins or by his years
from coming to obtain salvation. To him who still
remains in this world, there is no repentance that
is too late".

Dear brothers and sisters, let us hold fast our
Christian Hope that we will see Him face to face
in the company of the angels and the saints in the
next world, as we profess in the Creed:"I believe
in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body and the life
everlasting”. — Fr. Vineesh Joseph

Mathura

The Holy Father's Prayer Intention
NOVEMBER - 2021
Universal Intention - People Who Suffer
from Depression: We pray that people who
suffer from depression or burn-out will find
support and a light that opens them up to life.
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Death is Our Way to the House of the Father

1. Life: God our Father
brought us into life. No one is
born by an accident. Each one
of us has been called from
eternity to fulfil a divine
vocation. He created our soul.
He has drawn us into His
intimate life with the sacrament of Baptism. "He
has put His seal upon us and given us His Spirit in
our hearts as a guarantee"-II Cor1:21-22. As the
time goes on, God leads us by hand to higher and
higher degree of sanctity. The Holy Spiritleads us
through the events of our life to a deeper love for
God. "Then He showed me the water of life.,
flowing from the throne of God...the tree of life. ...
it's twelve fruits. ...the throne of God... Lamb shall
be on it. ...His name will be on their foreheads.
(Rev22:1-6.) Thus scriptures talk about our final
destination: the House of the Father, our final
destination, where it all began, the Garden of Eden,
the Paradise.

2. Human activity cannot be reduced to strictly
social and political spheres of action. Every individual
has a profound religious dimension to his being. It
informs all of his works and gives him tremendous
dignity. He has to be the salt and the light of the
world. The quality of 'Christian detachment ' will
depend upon the depth of faith and hope. Have we
grown accustomed to our prosperity and comfort
of our earthly life? We should not forget the
fundamental truth : For we have no lasting city but
seek the city which is to come. Our hearts were
created to last for all eternity. Things of the world
cannot satisfy our nature and are there is an obstacle
to our eternal happiness despite our sprit of
'sacramental poverty'.

3.Death. It is an indispensable step towards

our reunion with God. He did not create death.
We inherited the original sin from our parents
Adam and Eve. We as the children of God, should
view death as transition to eternity. Our strength
of divine filiation will make us look at death without
any fear but with holy expectation. "We must live
and work in time within as the nostalgia for Heaven
". John Paul "We exclaim: We shall never die! We
will be changing our lodgings. Nothing more until
we meet again. ( StJ Escriva, News letter 1)

" Itis the door to our true home. Our common
homeland is not a 'forbidding tomb' ; but it is the
bosom of the Lord - (C Lopez-Pordo, on Life
and Death 1973). Did we keep the doors open
on the earth? "Behold, I stand at the door and
knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come into him and eat with him, and
he with me"-(Rev 3:20) "Open to me ,my sister,
my love, my dove, my perfect one; for my head is
wet with dew, my locks with drops of the mist"-
(Song 5:2) What has been our response to these
calls? He will even wait on us while we eat!-
(Lk12:35-38)

It is not the death of the body that matters but
the final disposition of the Soul. Let us not forget
the parable of the fig tree by the Lord. He warns
us that even the patience of God has its limits
though it appears that we can prolong it through
our prayers. Theologians have termed these goods
as 'Accidental Glory'. We can win time here on
the earth! (R A Knox, pp188-189)

In heaven, we will see God. This will fill us
with great joy. The extent of this joy will be related
to our holiness on the earth. "But at midnight there
was acry. Behold, the Bridegroom! Come out to
meet Him ". Itis the immediate aftermath of our

Continued on Page...13
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death that we encounter God in the 'Particular
Judgement'.We will see all our actions on earth
flashing before our eyes. It is Christ who will judge
us-"to be the judge of the living and the dead."
(Acts10:42). The Soul will find itself within the
banqueting hall or outside the bolted door forever.
(Lk 13:25;Matt7:23)

Itis necessary that we be purified from all our
sins to enter into eternal life. -"no one who practises
abomination or falsehood, but those who are written
in the book of life of the Lamb"-(Rev. 21:27) "
Person conscious of the least trace of imperfection,
Purgatory is ordained to do away with such
impediments, and the soul enters the place of
purification glad to accept the great mercy of God"'-
(St Catherine of Genoa, Treatise on Purgatory,12).
This waiting room of Heaven is not a lesser hell but
a place of preparation where the souls are duly

cleansed of the remains of the sin before entering
heaven. "Soul experiences very intense suffering due
to akind of flame more painful than anything thata
man can suffer in this life"-(St Augustine-on Ps37:3).
The Soul has already won the last battle and is
awaiting more or less imminent encounter with God.
"It is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to
pray for the dead that they may be loosed from
theirsins"(Romania Missal, Il Reading, All Soul Day,
2 Mach 13:43-44). Our duty towards our dear
dead ones especially in November is to pray for
them. How sweet will death be for the person who
has fully repented of all personal sins and leap over
Purgatory -(St Teresa, Way of Perfection, 40,9)
Letus pray "The Lord is my Shepherd. ....near
restful waters He leads me.....In the Lord's own
house I shall dwell for ever and ever. (Ps22:1-6)
Col. Franklin Dorairaj
St. Mary's Church, Noida
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Are You the King of the Jews?
(A Theological Reflection on John 18:33)

The Gospel
according to John takes
¥ the audience with Pilate
into a major episode in
the Passion narrative
(18:28-19:22) devoting
| some thirty- ﬁve verses to

fifteen. The confrontatlon divides into seven
scenes. We shall study here, the second scene:
Pilate interrogating Jesus (cf.18:33). The question
asking Jesus; if He was King of the Jews, is
recorded by all four gospel writers (cf. Mt
27:2,11-14, Mk 15:1-5, Lk 23;1-5, Jn 18:33-
38a).

First of all let us see, who was Pilate? What
was his role? How does he function his
office?And what made him ask Jesus such
question? Pilate gives us a story of ambition.
Obviously, he was not a Jew. Pilate was the most
powerful man in the country and you don't get
that position by chance. It takes connection,
networking and when it pays off;, it is grand. Pilate
was accountable only to Rome and he stood
above everyone else in the province. He was in
- charge of the military, finances and judicial
system. In India, we distribute those roles among
the various portfolios of the ruling government.
Not so here. Pilate had it all.

Pilate summons Jesus inside his headquarters
and immediately confronts him with the question:
"Are you the king of the Jews?" He is not
expecting a philosophical or theological
discussion. Pilate is expecting a straightforward,
yes or no. He is a practical and busy man. He
assumes that Jesus' understanding of kingship is

much the same as he thinks. On the other hand,
whether Jesus is the king of the Jews is of
importance, in Pilate's opinion, only for the Jews.
For the Romans such claim is a jesting. But there
is a strong sense that, Jesus' understanding of
kingship is very different from that of Pilate. Jesus
doesn't simply want to validate Pilate's view of
king, since Pilate represents a very visible
kingdom - the Roman Empire.

'King'is Pilate's term, but not for a moment
he does believe that Jesus has any regal status.
Although Jesus does not disown it, he intimates
that Pilate's understanding of the title is far from
the truth. Hence, Pilate cynically dismisses Jesus'
assertion with a reply that indicates he thought of
the pursuit of truth a vain folly.As a Roman
governor, Pilate would certainly be interested in
the claim of any king. Messianic expectations
always ran high at Passover season and it would
be easy for a Jewish pretender to incite the people
into ariot or arebellion against Rome. Pilate no
doubt felt himself on safe ground when he asked
about Christ's kingship. If Pilate had a Roman
king in mind, then Jesus could be considered a
rebel. If the governor was thinking about a Jewish
kind of king, then political matters could be set
aside. It is interesting to note that, Pilate called
Jesus 'king' at least four times during the trail and
even used that title for the placard he hung on
the cross (Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews -
Jn 18:39, 19:3, 14-15, 19).

Jesus did not say that, he had no kingdom in
this world or that he would never rule on earth.
He does have a kingdom in this world, whenever
there are people who have trusted him and
yielded to his sovereignty: "One day he shall
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return and establish a righteous kingdom on earth"
(cf. Dan 7:13-28). Pilate's concern was the
source of this kingdom: Where did Jesus derive
his authority? Graciously, Jesus consented to
explain himself and his Kingdom. Yes, he
admitted that, he is aking, but his kingdom (reign)
does not come from the authority of emperor
but from God. His kingdom is spiritual, in the
heart of his followers and he does not depend
on worldly means to advance his cause. If his
kingdom were to be from this world then naturally
his followers would have assembled an army and
fought to release him from the Jews. Because,
wartfare is the code for human kingdom.

In Jn 18:37, Jesus explains who he is and
what kind of kingdom belonged to him. Perhaps
we have to understand it very well. He was 'born’
which indicates his humanity, but he also 'came
into this world' that shows his divinity He not

only tells his origin (cf. Jn 1:9-10, 3:17, 19:39)
but also explains his ministry (cf. Jn 8:47,
10:27).Unlike the Synoptic gospels, John does
not emphasis the message about the kingdom of
God, but rather the kingship of the messenger. It
isin these chapters 18 & 19 evangelist develops
the significance of Jesus' royal status.

The gospel according to John parallels the
basic details of Christ's interrogation before Pilate
as found in the Markan tradition, but he reshapes
it for his own theological purpose. John, cleverly
develops the irony of the whole episode and
makes it clear which of the two is the true king.
Roman crucified the king of the Jews, but this
was not his humiliation but his exaltation - the
essence of his kingship. Rome's weapon was
sword: but our Lord's weapon was the truth of
God, the sword of the Spirit (cf. Eph 6:17).

Fr. Alok Toppo, DVK, Bengaluru
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SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST: THE UNIVERSAL KING

Christ the King Feast
celebrates Christ as King and
Lord of the Universe. The
solemnity of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the
) King, is celebrated
on the final
Sunday  of
Ordlnary Time and the Sunday
before Advent begins.

The Feast of Christ the King was
established as Pope Pius XIin 1975
as an antidote to secularism, a way
of life which leaves God out of man's
thinking and living, and organizes his
life as if God did not exist. The feast
is intended to proclaim in a striking
and effective manner, Christ's royalty over individuals,
families, society, Governments and Nations.

important will look very important. No longer will
oppression be allowed to stand, the innocent will
finally be liberated from those who victimize them.

This feast reminds us that no one
among us can be greater than God,
in power or in majesty. If we ever
have power, it is nothing
compared to that of God. We
must always be humble in front
of our great King and God.
Jesus Christ saved us in the
past, He is still saving us in the
present and will continue to save
us in the future, when He comes
again. He is the ultimate power
and authority and He has an
eternal kingdom. He has

authonty over all the things of this world.

Jibi Lukose, St. Mary's Church, Agra

Jesus Christ who is truly the Son of man, came
toserve all, even His enemies. Rather than executing
His opponents, He forgave them; rather than
dominating His subjects, He exalted them. He even
called them not servants, but friends and bestowed
on them a share in His own priesthood and
kingship. Though He died like any other king, it
was for a different purpose. He died willingly to
save His people and His death was not the result
of a battle lost or a plan gone wrong, but of a
glorious victory planned before the world began.

He rose in glory and at His heavenly coronation
when He ascended to His Father, He was given a
world wide dominion that will not pass away. He
became the King of Kings.

We all believe that He will return in all His glory.
His coming will sweep away ambition, vanity and
pretension. Much of all that which appears
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Saint of the Month

St. Cecilia
Feast Day : 22 November

St. Cecelia was born a
Patrician in Rome, towards
the close of the 2nd Century,
while Alexander Severus was
the reigning emperor, but was
brought up Christian. From
her early age, she had
determmed to remain single for the love of God;
she used to fast and perform all kinds of penance
and charitable works. But her parents had other
designs for her and so gave her in marriage to a
young Patrician named Valerian. In the evening
of her wedding day, with the music of the
marriage hymn still ringing in her ears, Cecilia
renewed her vow of virginity to God. On retiring
to the bridal chamber, Cecilia plucked up courage
and said to her bridegroom; I have a secret to
share with you - "Thave an angel of God watching
over me. If you touch me in the way of marriage,
he will be angry with you, you will suffer; and if
you respect my maidenhood he will love you as

he loves me." Valerian, a nobleman, agreed to
comply to Cecilia but asked her to show him this
angel, "If you believe in the one living and true
God and receive the waters of baptism, then you
will see the angel," was Cecilia's reply. After
receiving baptism he returned to Cecilia, he found
her to his dismay conversing with an angel. The
angel approached him and laid upon the head of
each chaplet of roses and lilies. Valerian was so
moved that within a few days he and his brother,
Tiburtius, who had been brought by him to the
knowledge of the faith, scaled their confession
with their martyrdom - They were beheaded by
Almachim, the Prefect.

Cecilia was called on to repudiate her faith,
her answer to the threats of the was, "Do you
not know that I am the bride of my Lord Jesus
Christ?" Though sentenced to death by
suffocation she remained alive a day and a night
even immersed in boiling water. Emerging
unscathed, she was then struck with an axe in
the head and breast. She lay bleeding for three
days, praying and was able to convert and
introduce to God. Super natural realities that
penetrate our lives and invite us to live for God
alone, no matter what is cost's. St. Cecilia taught
the faithful not to betray the truth, but to preserve
the faith to the shedding of their blood. She
exhorted to disdain this present world, as vain
and fleeting, that they might enjoy life unending
in the heavens. Having instructed them sufficiently
and accomplishing all she desired according to
God. The far famed Cecilia surrendered her
blessed soul to God. She is patroness of sacred
music.

"ALWAYS BE EXAMPLES OF OUR
FAITH FOR OTHERS."

Sr. Shalini, Satya Seva Sister, Agra
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Father Rector's Day celebrated
in our Gurukul

Agra, 5 Oct. We celebrated our beloved Rev.
Fr. Rector's birthday as Rector's Day here in our
Minor Seminary (Gurukul) with lot of joy and
Jubiliation.

The day began with a solemn thanksgiving
Holy Eucharist. We thanked the Almighty for the
gift of heathy and happy life given to our beloved
Reyv. Fr. Prakash D'Souza, the Rector. The Lord
has blessed him with lot of blessings and talents.
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Rev. Fr. Dominic Amit George and Fr. Santosh
D'Saalso concelebrated in the thanksgiving Mass.
These two fathers are Rev.Fr. Rector's
batchmates. Fr. Dominic gave a brief introduction
of the Mass. He also shared with us his nostalgic
feelings of being in the Seminary during initial days.
He said that whenever Fr. Prakash was found
missing in the Seminary, he would be in the
seminary chapel. Fr. Santosh D'Sa preached a
memorable homily. He said Fr. Prakash has been
blessed with multiple qualities. Rev. Sisters from
our neighbouring convents also joined us in the
Mass.

After the Mass, we got together in the dinning
hall, where he had the cake ceremony. It was
followed by a sumptous breakfast.

Later, during the day before lunch, we, the
students staged a variety entertainment
programme, when we felicitated the birthday boy.
Various items i.e. singing, dance, speeches and a
comic show were presented. It was followed by
a great preetibhoj. Long live Father Rector!

- Bro. Suman Topno
St. Lawrence Minor Seminary, Agra

Synod 2021-2023:
Inaugural Eucharist offered

-

Agra, 17 Oct. The most aaifed inural
Eucharistic celebration of the forthcoming Synod
was celebrated by Most Rev. Dr. Raphy

Manjaly, Archbishop of Agra, at the Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception, Agra.

Rev. Fr. (Dr.) Santosh D'Sa gave an
informative introduction of the Mass. He
explained the meaning and purpose of the Synod.
It was followed by the unveiling of the logo of
Synod, by the Archbishop. Then as a symbolic
gesture of participation from all walks of life, a
traditional lamp was lit by the Archbishop, Rev.
Fr. Ignatius Miranda, Parish Priest of the
Cathedral Church, Rev. Sr. Leena Mater RIM,
Religious representative, Mr. Joseph, Lay
representative Mr. Olive, Youth representative.

During the Holy Mass the main celebrant
Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly earnestly prayed
for the intention of the Synod 2021-2023.

- Fr. Viniversal D'Souza

Rosary Month Culminated in St. Patrick's

October, the Month of
Rosary is dedicated to our
Mother Mary. St. Patrick's
Church, Agra started this month
of Rosary with complete
dedication and enthusiasm. The
Rosary was conducted by Fathers and Canosian
Sisters in the houses of the parishioners with all
sincerity and faith.

For ten consecutive days, Rosary was
conducted in the Church. Most of the
parishioners devotedly took part in the Rosary
and prayer for the well being of the people all
over the world.

On the 17th and 24th October, the Mission
Sunday was celebrated with full fervour and
enthusiasm. A wide variety of food stalls and
games were put up by the members of all four
wards, Vincent de-Paul, Youth and Mahila
Mandal. The event was a great success.
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On 30th October, we had Holy Eucharist
followed by a Rosary procession in which many
took part religiously. The last Sunday of the
month, 31st October, was a salient day for all
the parishioners of St. Patrick's Church.

The Marian Group Singing and Tableau
competitions were conducted on this day. It was
based on the mysteries of the Rosary. There was
a lot of joy, excitement and a healthy dose of
competitiveness among the parishioners.

We started with Rosary and then we had the
Holy Eucharist offered by Rev. Fr. Bhaskar
Jesuraj, Rev. Fr. Shajun and our Parish Priest
Rev. Fr. Gregory Tharayil. The Sermon by Rev.
Fr. Shajun, during the Holy Eucharist, redirected
and re-educated us about the two main
commandments of love given by Our Lord Jesus
Christ.

After the Eucharistic Celebration the singing
competition started. Rev. Fr. Saji Palamattom
(Jacob) , Rev. Sr. Gracy, Dr. Minu and Mr. Shaju
were the judges. The competition began with St.
John De Britto ward. The second group was
Thomas ward. The third was Francis ward,
followed by Alphonsa ward.

Later in tableau competition each ward
participated and showcased the best of their
capabilities. Thus the grand celebration of
October Month of Rosary came to an end. One
of the important outcomes of the entire Month
of Rosary was that all the parishioners actively
took part in competitions and came together as
one family in Christ. - Dorris D'Cruze, Agra
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Mission Sunday celebrated in
St. Patrick's Parish, Agra

The World Mission Sunday
was celebrated with great zeal
and fervour in our St. Patrick's
Parish on 24th October, 2021.
Rev. Fr. Gregory Tharayil, Rev.
Fr. Bhaskar Jesuraj, Rev Fr.
Shajun were the celebrants of the Holy Eucharist.
Rev. Fr. Bhaskar in his homily emphasized on
the missionary zeal, and mission message of
Lord's compassion to the world. He said that all
the baptized are missionaries by nature. He also
exhorted that like the Apostles and the early
Christians we too cannot but speak about what
we have seen, heard and experienced, from the
Lord. Everything that we received from Lord is
to be shared for the goodness of others.

He also stated that we are not merely
missionaries but also the Mission. By our own
way of life we have to radiate the love and mercy
of God to the entire world.

After the Holy Eucharistic celebration we had
a small fete organised by various committees of
our parish to raise funds for the mission. We had
put up some stalls for refreshments and also few
games were organised by the Youth members. It
was indeed a meaningful and fruitful celebration.

- Mrs. Merlyn Lazarus
St. Patrick's Church, Agra Cantt.

World Mission Sunday celebrated
in Cathedral Parish

A gra, 24 Oct. We ceglebrated the Worl(;
Mission Sunday on Sunday 24 Oct. in our
Cathedral Parish, Agra. Rev. Fr. Santeesh
Anthony offered the Holy Eucharist in the
Church, while the youth of the Parish conducted
the melodious choir.

After the Holy Mass Parish Youth or
organised a small mela (fete) with food stalks
and auction, in order to raise the fund and support
of the Church. Besides these various games stalls
were also put up in the fete. Housie (tambola)
was the main attraction of the Mission Sunday
mela. The fete began with a spontaneous prayer
led by Rev. Fr. Lawrence V. Raja, Administrator
of the Cathedral House, Agra. The parishioners,
young and old alike actively participated in the
fete. Religious Sisters also contributed generously
for the cause of the Mission.

Rev. Fr. Ignatius Miranda, Parish Priest gave
away the prizes to the winners of Tambola game.

-Caron Wilson, Cathedral Parish, Agra
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Newly Ordained Priests begin their

'Journey' at their 'Alma Mater'

. 11 ——

Agra, 1 Nov.: The newly ordained priests,
namely Frs. Ajay, Babin and Justin Augustin
began their 'Priestly Journey" at their 'Alma
Mater" St. Lawrence Minor Seminary, Agra. On
the very next day of their Priestly Ordination, they
decided to return to their roots. We, the inmates
of St. Lawrence Minor Seminary eagerly awaited
their arrival. Though, we all were present for their
priestly ordination ceremony previous day. Along
with their family and friends, the newly ordained
priests reached their Alma Mater early in the
morning. They offered their very first Holy
Thanksgiving Mass in the Seminary chapel. The
seminary staff concelebrated the Mass. Fr.
Eugene Moon Lazarus welcomed them on behalf
of the Seminary family. Fr. Ajay gave an
introduction to the Mass, while Fr. Babin
preached an emotional homily. Fr. Justin was the
main celebrant of the Mass.

Rev. Fr. Louis Xess, Vice Rector, felicitated
the newly ordained ones and arranged a delicious
breakfast in honour of the newly ordained priests.

After the Mass, some photographs were
taken to capture the moment. Later, they took
off to see the most beautiful monument of the
world, the Taj Mahal.

May God bless you dear Frs. Ajay, Babin
and Justin. The 'Vineyard' awaits your arrival.

Bro. Suman Toppo
St. Lawrence Minor Seminary, Agra
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Cardinal Ossie gives a surprise visit

Agra, 4-5 Nov. His Eminence Oswald
Cardinal Gracias, our former Archbishop and at
present the Archbishop of Bombay, gave a
surprise visit to his beloved Taj Nagari, the
Archdiocese of Agra.
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His Eminence came to the national capital for
some urgent meeting. And then he couldn't stop
himself from coming to Agra. He was a
accompained by Most Rev. Dr. Albert D'Souza,
Archbishop Emeritus (Agra Archdiocese), and
Rev. Fr. Jarvis D'Cunha, Secretary CBCI, New
Delhi. He just reached on time for dinner and
then rested in the Vianney Home, Agra.

On the next day 1.e. 5th Nov. he along with
Archbishop Albert and Fr. Jarvis said Mass in
Vianney Home Chapel. Then after breakfast he
visited St. Joseph's Pastoral Centre, St. Peter's
College, St. Lawrence Seminary. Besides that
he met Deans and Consultors, Campus Priests
and Religious and had lunch with city fathers.

Later in the evening he paid a visit to Masih
Vidyapeeth, Etmadpur, Agra where he had a
formal meeting with the staff and students of the
seminary.

On 6th Nov. morning he, after the Mass, left
for Delhi, via Greater Noida. He stoped at newly
built and blessed St. Joseph's Church, G. Noida,
He marvelled at the beauty and construction of
the Church.

Thankyou Your Eminence for the kind and
surprise visit to your own and beloved Agra
Archdiocese. Sweet memories of your short stay
with us, must have come back to previous to
you. You are always welcome to relax and revive
your body and soul. We also get blessed edified
with your paternal visit and concern. You are very
much loved, and live in our hearts. May God be
with you always Your Eminence.

- Fr. Jamilthan, Curia Sercretary

Annual Sports Tournament held in
St. Lawrence Seminary, Agra
Agra, 4-6 Nov. We, the Lawrencian family

participated in our annual sports tournament.
Thus, we throughly enjoyed our Deepawali
holidays.

The tournament commenced with the inaugural
Holy Mass offered by our guest priest Rev. Fr.
Anthony Maria Jude. Rev. Sisters and children
from Divya Prabha, Baluganj too joined in our
Mass.

After the Mass, we without wasting much
time, began our tournament with March Past or
Parade. The seminary flag was hoisted by our
chief guest. Then he gave us a powerful message,
encouraging us to participate in the tournament
with fervour and spirit of sportsmanship. We, all
were divided in three teams i.e. Lawrencians,
Josephites and Paulians. The captains took the
oath. Then various sports and competitions i.e.
Table Tennis, Brick Walk, Tressure Hunt, Tug-
o-War, Relay-Race and Back Walk etc. were
conducted. Besides these we had many other
interacting sports activities.

We thank and appreciate our beloved vice
Rector, Rev. Fr. Louis Xess, for taking the
trouble in organizing such a memorable
tournament, which we will cherish for a very long
time. We thankyou dear Father.

-Bro. Suman Toppo (Beadle), Agra
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One Day Career Counselling Orientation
Organised

Agra. 14 Nov. In order to help and guide our
young boys and girls to choose proper career,
an orientation camp was organised under the
banner of Diocesan Youth Commission,
Archdiocese of Agrain St. Peter's College, Agra
on Sunday 14 Nov. 2021. The programme was

chaired by Most Rev. Dr. Albert D'Souza,
Archbishop Emeritus, Agra.

i

Aboutone hundred students of classes 8- 12th
benefitted by this camp. Rev. Fr. Dominic George,
(DYD) welcomed the participants. His Grace
Emeritus inaugurated it with a prayer for the youth.

Rev. Fr. Dominic said that it is very sadening
that most of our Catholic youth are unaware
about the available courses in various universities.
They are confused to choose and persue in their
chosen programme.

First session was taken by Group Captain Lt.
Jarvis Thomas, who is a member of the Cathedral
Parish, and at present posted out at Bhatinda
(Punjab). It was a virtual session. In his address
to the youth, he motivated and inspired the youth
to join the Indian Army. It was followed by the
panel discussion, in which Angel Joecy Lakra,
Ashish Joseph, Emmanuel Soren, Abhishek
Joseph and Ayushi Frank etc. answered and
clarified all the queries of the youth.

Later some prominent carrer counselors from
St. Xavier's College, Jaipur, Christ University,
Delhi alongwith Mr. Jacob Cherian addressed
the youth with detailed description and discussion
on the ample opportunities and career options.
They said that choosing proper course is one of
the most important decisions in one's life. Thus,
the decision must not be taken under any pressure
by parents or peer group. Neither one should
follow his/her passion.

-Neeraj Kumar, A jaynagar (Mathura)
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Archdiocese At/A Glance,

Sr. Sabina DSH celebrated
her Silver Jubilee

Bt ¥ L - -

K031ka1an (Mathura) 6 Nov. Rev. Sr. Sabma
DSH of St. Theresa's Convent, Nandgaon Road,
Kosikalan, Mahtura celebrated Silver Jubilee of
her committed religious life. Due to pandemic
protocal, a limited number of religious Sisters and
friends were invited for the celebration. To mark
the solemnity, a thanksgiving Holy Mass was
offered in the Church. The preparation of the
Jubilee celebration had begun much earlier. Most
Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly, Archbishop of Agra was
the main celebrant. Bro. Swapnil Dabre gave a
warm welcome to all invitees and threw light on
her life sketch. He, in a nutshell highlighted the
services rendered by the jubilarin Sr. Sabina. To
mark the occasion Rev. Sr. Molly Chacko,
companion of Sr. Sabina and Silver Jubilarin was
also present for the celebration.

His Grace preached a memorable homily,
stating the challenges and difficulties faced by the
religious all along their spiritual journey. But the
Lord supports and strengthens the called, and
looks on them steadily with love and compassion.
That's the secret of our religious life. Prior to the

Mass, Fr. Mathew Kanjirathinkal gave a short
introduction of the Jubilee Mass.

Rev. Fr. Thomas Kumar, Principal of St.
Joseph's College, Prayagraj, along with many
priests and religious of the Archdiocese
participated in the Mass. The choir sang the
melodious hymns to sooth the occasion.

After the Mass Sr. Sabina proposed the vote
of thanks, acknowledging everyone's role in her
life and ministry. Later a jubilee cake was cut
and a banquette was served to all guests present.

- Bro. Swapnil Dabre

Christ the King Inter College, Tundla
enters into Golden Jubilee Year

Tundla, 13 Nov. This day was marked as a
Golden Day of Christ The King Inter College,
as the inaugural function of the Golden Jubilee
celebration began on that day here in the
auditorium of Christ the King Primary School.

The function started with the welcome
ceremony of our esteemed guests The Most Rev.
Dr. Raphy Manjaly, the Archbishop of Agra and
Archbishop Emeritus Dr. Albert D'Souza, Former
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Principals, Vice - Principals, Sisters - in - charge,
other Priests, Religious and other dignitaries.
Msgr. Thomas K.C. the founder of the school
could not be present for the celebration due to
his poor health condition and treatment going on.
The Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly lit the lamp
and started the inaugural function. Then, the
children of our college performed a prayer dance.
The Principal Rev. Fr. Jipson Palatty welcomed
the gathering. The dignitaries were felicitated with
bouquets and saplings. Rev. Sr. Lavanya, our
Sister - in - charge conducted the prayer service
followed by the Documentary Presentation of our
school from beginning till date.

As Jubilee is an event to be cherished for ages
so our School Logo of Jubilee year was
inaugurated by carrying it in a Royal Palanquin.
Then the Jubilee Anthem was sung and it was
very well appreciated by everyone. Archbishop
Dr. Albert D'Souza gave a special message to

Pope Francis on 13
Nov. honoured two
veteran journalists who | ¢
report on the Vatican and
the Holy See: Valentina 48
Alazraki of Mexico and
Philip Pullella, an Italian-born American who
works for Reuters news agency.

“We are travelling companions! And today
we are celebrating two expert journalists, who
have always followed the Popes, the information
on the Holy See and more generally the Catholic
Church.” This is what Pope Francis said about
Valentina Alazraki and Philip Pullella, conferring
on them the title “Dame' and 'Knight'respectively,
of the Grand Cross of the Order of Pope Pius.
The awards ceremony took place in the Vatican

Pope Francis: J Ournallsm entails embarklng on a mission

the gathering and appreciated the journey of our
college.

A Rajasthani Dance was performed by the
students for this grand celebration. Our Manager
Rev. Fr. Saji (Jacob) Palamattom also shared
the words of appreciation. Dr. Sanjeev Jain, the
President of the Alumni Association spoke about
the good deeds performed by of our college
family. A Grand Denouement was performed by
the students showing the journey of our college.
The Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly addressed
the gathering by saying that we can preserve our
future if we look into the past and walk in the
present. He also appreciated the hard work of
the Christerian Family.

The vote of thanks was proposed by Rev.
Fr. Joseph Pasala, Vice - Principal. The
programme was concluded with the School
Anthem followed by National Anthem.

Mrs. Stella J. Stephen (Teacher)

in the presence of
journalists accredited to
| the Holy See Press Office.
v Alazraki who reports
» for Noticieros Televisa
e % and W Radio, began her
Journahsm career in 1974, during the Pontificate
of Saint Pope Paul VI. Pullella, a journalist for
some 40 years, has been covering the popes since
John Paul II. Before joining Reuters in 1983 he
worked for United Press International.

While honouring the two, the Pope said he
also wanted “to pay homage” to the entire
community of journalists present there saying, “‘the
Pope loves you, follows you, esteems you and
considers you are precious”.

Courtesy-Vatican News
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@ NATIONAL
Feast of St. Jude Celebrated at Jhansi

et s "3

Jhansi, October 28, 2021 - The Annual Feast
of St. Jude, Patron Saint of hopeless cases was
celebrated at the world-famous Shrine of St.
Jude, Jhansi. The shrine complex was glittering
and shining with numerous electric lights. The
presence of devotees and pilgrims, gave a festive
look. Everywhere there was an atmosphere of
joy and festivity.

On the very first day of the nine days' Novena,
the festivity commenced with the hoisting of the
flag of St. Jude. Every day there were special
Masses and Novena prayers, attended by a
good number of faithful.

On the eve of the Feast Day, His Lordship
Dr. Joseph Kaithathara, Bishop Emeritus of
Gwalior, offered the holy Mass. On the Feast
Day, Most Rev. Peter Parapullil, Bishop of
Jhansi, celebrated the festive Mass. He was
accompanied by a good number of diocesan and
religious priests. The choir under the guidance
of Fr. Joseph Mendonza and others sang
melodious hymns. The faithful who were present
participated in the solemn Pontifical Mass. In
his lovely homily, His Lordship spoke at length

NEWS

INTERNATIONAL@‘

on the exemplary life, works, teachings and
martyrdom of St. Jude. He very specially
interceded to the Patron of Hopeless Cases to
plead before the Almighty to save the world from
the COVID-19. The Archdiocese of Agra was
represented by Fr. Eugene Moon Lazarus.

This year also there was no touching or kissing
the relic of the Saint, instead, the Bishop blessed
the congregation with the relic.

Rev. Fr. Vincent Akkara, Rector of the Shrine
thanked everyone concerned, especially the
choir, Parish Council and the Shrine staff who
did wonderful work throughout the Novena days,
1.e. sanitizing the furniture, congregation,
maintaining social distancing and helping the
pilgrims in various ways.

Again this year there were no individual healing
prayers, confessions, counseling or procession
with the Relic in the evening. The langar [free
meals] was offered only on the Feast Day. There
were frequent Masses with a small number of
faithful in attendance.

Fr. Benny and his team did the recording and
live telecasting of the entire liturgy of the Novena
and the Feast Day. May God bless them.

In the evening of the Feast Day, a
Thanksgiving Holy Eucharist was offered at 4:00
p.m., followed by the Adoration and Holy Rosary
in the Shrine and a procession was taken out in
the Church campus itself.

To conclude the festivity, Most Rev. Peter
Parapullil thanked all present and wished them a
Happy Feast.

May St. Jude continue to pray for us all.

- Dennis Silvera (Secretary)
Christian Samaj Seva Society, Agra
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi invited
Pope Francis to visit India
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PM Modi was on a two-day visit to Rome for
the G20 Summit at the invitation of Italian Prime
Minister Mario Draghi.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has invited
Pope Francis to India after a one-on-one meeting
in Vatican City on Saturday, 30 Oct. He was
accompanied by National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval and Foreign Minister Dr S Jaishankar. The
meeting was scheduled only for 20 minutes but
went on for an hour, news agency PT1 reported.

There was no set agenda for the talks with the
Pope. "I believe tradition is not to have an agenda
when you discuss issues with His Holiness. And |
think we respect that. I'm sure the issues that will
be covered would cover a range of areas of
interests in terms of the general global perspectives
and issues that are important to all of us," said
Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla.

The Prime Minister interacted with people of
various communities, including the Indian
community and friends of India from different
organisations, in the Italian capital on Friday.

Earlier, PM Modi had paid floral tributes at
the bust of Mahatma Gandhi in Rome.

"Had a very warm meeting with Pope Francis.
I'had the opportunity to discuss a wide range of
issues with him and also invited him to visit India,"
said a tweet from PM Modi's personal account.

PM Modi and the Pope discussed a wide

range of issues aimed at making our planet better
such as fighting climate change and removing
poverty, sources said.

"It may be recalled that the last Papal Visit
happened in 1999 when Atal Bihari Vajpayee was
the Prime Minister and Pope John Paul II came to
India. Now it is during PM Modi's Prime Ministerial
term that the Pope has been invited to visit India,"
sources said. The meeting took place ahead of
the delegation-level talks during which they are
expected to discuss a range of issues such as
COVID-19.

An unnamed source told The Hindu
newspaper that the pair discussed ways to tackle
poverty and climate change, among other topics.

Butthere is no indication that religious freedom
was addressed at the meeting or late Fr. Stan
Swamy's name was mentioned.

The majority of India's population are Hindu.
But there are around 24 million Christians in the
country - around 2% of the population.

Pope Francis has frequently signalled his desire
to visit India. In 2016 he said he was "almost sure"
that a trip would be arranged for the following
year. But despite his visit to neighbouring
Bangladesh and Myanmar, Indian Catholic leaders
failed to convince Mr Modi to extend an invitation
to the Pontiff
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Holy Souls Day/celebrated at Manyrs Cemelery, Tota Ka'Taal & Goron Ka Kabrlsiun, Agra
| Lest we forget...
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